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Annual Report 19-20

A Message from the Vancouver Church
Board of Trustees
Last year’s combined all-church service and BBQ really opened everyone’s eyes to the
solidarity of our church family when we come together as one to worship and celebrate.
This year, our experience will be very different thanks to the virus that has changed so
much about our daily lives. However, our solidarity as a single church, united in Christ,
remains the same.
We’re excited to present new candidates and a new ministry financial plan. Many hours
have gone into researching and reviewing information to present this material. But we do
this work joyfully, knowing that the business of the church is vital to moving God’s mission
forward. We ask that you take a few moments to:
•

Read the candidate bios and reflect upon who they are and where they will be serving;

•

Pray for each candidate as they take on the responsibilities of their roles and pray God
gives them wisdom as they seek his direction for our church;

•

Review the financial information and ask the Holy Spirit how you can contribute to fill
any service or financial gaps;

•

Pray for our church, our neighborhood, and our city as we all go forward in a new era
of navigating significant business and personal change.

God bless you and we hope to see you at our information and business meetings, whether
in person or online!

Vancouver Church Board of Trustees

Angela Lentz

Brady Lander

Bob Asbridge

Dan Riley

Dave Agnor

Denise Currie

Jason Ordway

Fred Wilson

Lorna Atkins

Jim Underwood

Ron Warman

Jason Woody
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A Message from Pastor Chris Kainu
So unusual…that’s what 2020 has been.
We’re locked out of normal. We’re missing each other. We’re longing for worship as a giant
family. Yet, for all the gloom, we’re extremely hopeful! This entire season has launched
us into the next chapter of the history of Vancouver Church, including more intentional
connections, more intimate gatherings, and more personal outreach. As a church, we’re
not just surviving - we’re thriving!
God has been faithfully using every circumstance to bring about his best for us. If we focus
on the difficulties we see the pain of isolation, the threat of cultural and civil unrest, and
the shutdown of church gatherings and businesses. But as we look at the blessings, we
find families spending more time together, intensification of prayer, and renewed desire to
reach our communities with practical kindness. We are more like the earliest church than
any of us envisioned just a few short months ago!
Our study of First John reveals that the Invisible God makes himself visible through the love
of his people. I get the privilege of seeing how you’ve all brought that Kingdom principle
into Clark County so well! Great job being with Jesus and like Jesus, more every day.
I want to thank God for his faithfulness in all ways, including caring for our church’s financial
condition. We are delighted to report we are operating at 97% of our plan set a year ago.
This is also a sweet testament to your faithful generosity to the work of the Lord! Your
giving directly empowers our mission. We’ve been able to fuel connections through life
groups, provide resources to our community, train and release leaders, grant scholarships
for biblical studies, and to very practically meet the needs of the most vulnerable, both
near and far.
As we move forward, we believe this era is a springboard for the vision to grow God’s
Kingdom throughout the Pacific Northwest - not only growing our own church, but being
a vital part of sending teams to plant new churches who lovingly win more people to
Jesus. We didn't see this crazy turbulence coming, but God did; and we stand amazed at
what he’s doing with it in our midst. We should not be at all surprised, as Jesus reassured
us, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

Be encouraged!
Chris Kainu
Senior Pastor
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How VC Responded
141 online prayer chats
with pastors during online
church gatherings
1,254 hours
video captured & edited
to produce three
weekly online
gatherings

518 hours of prayer
covered by you through
VC’s 24 hours of prayer
initiative
5856% increase
in giving to VC Cares
Fund for community needs

$35,000 in dental services
through VC’s partnership
with Medical Teams Int’l
695 handwritten letters
delivered to VC Community Partner
Arbor Ridge Nursing Care Facility

4,000+ phone calls
made by phone ministry
volunteers to our non-digital
church family
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VANCOUVER CHURCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES
ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 2020
Notice is hereby given by the Board of Trustees that the Annual Business Meeting of
VANCOUVER CHURCH will be held on Sunday, August 23, 2020. All meetings will be
conducted both on location at 3300 NE 78th Street, Vancouver, Washington, County of
Clark and online at a link posted on on the church website. Ballots shall likewise be made
available both on campus and online.
The on campus Business Meeting shall be held Sunday, August 23, 2020, commencing at
11:15am or immediately following the scheduled 10 am gathering, whichever occurs first.
The online Business Meeting will be Sunday, August 23, 2020 commencing at 12:15pm &
7:15pm.
The business of the Annual Meeting may include:
1. Presentation of the previous year meeting minutes;
2. Presentation of financial report for fiscal year 2019-20;
3. Presentation of ministry financial plan for fiscal year 2020-21;
4. Presentation of the slate of proposed candidates for open boards and committees;
5. Presentation of any bylaw amendments;
6. Presentation of Foundation Report; and
7. Any other ordinary business that may be properly brought before the meeting.
In addition, the Board of Trustees will conduct an Information Meeting where the business
of the Annual Meeting will be presented, with time for question and answer. Notice is
hereby given by the Board of Trustees that this Information Meeting will be held both
online and at 3300 NE 78th Street, Vancouver, Washington, County of Clark, on Sunday,
August 9, 2020.
The online meetings will commence at 12:15 pm and 7:15 pm, and the on campus meeting
will commence at 11:15 pm or immediately following the 10 am gathering, whichever occurs
first.
VANCOUVER CHURCH
3300 NE 78th Street - Vancouver, WA 98665
www.vancouverchurch.org
INFORMATION MEETING Sunday, Aug 9 @ 11:15 am, 12:15 pm and 7:15 pm
ANNUAL MEETING Sunday, Aug 23 @ 11:15 am, 12:15 pm and 7:15 pm
All notices posted online at vchurch.org/annualmeeting
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2019 BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
Vancouver Church Annual Business Meeting
Date: July 28, 2019
Time: 11:15 am
Place: Vancouver Church Sanctuary

Brady Lander, Vancouver Church Board of Trustees Chair, called the meeting to order at
approximately 11:18 am.
Explained the purpose of the meeting: Voting by the congregation to ratify new
Board of Trustee members, Leadership Selection Committee members, Mission Action
Committee members and Foundation Board members. Also through the voting process,
to ratify acceptance of the 2019/2020 financial plan and the proposed Board of Trustee
Bylaw change concerning term limits. The specifics were distributed and discussed at
the information meeting on July 14, 2019.
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the 2018 Business Meeting.
Motion passed.
Jason Ordway, Board of Trustees Treasurer, reViewed the 2018/2019 finances to date.
Instructions were given and ballots were distributed for voting, along with information
from the July 14 meeting for those who missed the meeting.
Foundation Board recap was shared.

In Attendance: 273
Meeting adjourned at 11:35 am.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dan Riley
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MINISTRY FINANCIAL PLAN
Vancouver Church presents a Ministry Financial Plan each year instead of a “budget.” We
forecast strategically through an analysis of history, data and trends, but we ultimately
lay this plan before the Lord. We hold it before Him with open hands, asking the Lord to
lead us financially for His glory and to see his will done in and through Vancouver Church!

Annual Report 19-20
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CANDIDATES
Each year the Leadership Selection Committee is tasked with creating a nomination and
review process for the election of open positions on the Board of Trustees, Leadership
Selection Committee, Missions Action Committee, and Foundation Board. Following is the
presentation of candidates for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATES
DAVE DICK
Dave obtained his Master’s Degree from UW and has been an elementary educator
for 43 years, including service for more than a decade at King’s Way Christian School.
Dave and his wife Jenny have been attending Vancouver Church for 19 years with
their children. In that time he has taught Sunday School, sung in the Christmas Choir,
performed community outreach through the Giving Closet and Christmas Banquet,
participates in various church care groups including senior outreach, and was part of a
mission work group to the Dominican Republic.

ANNE ERICKSON
After obtaining her degree from California State University, Anne worked on Young Life
Staff for 5 years before becoming a full time mom of three! She and her husband Kris
have attended Vancouver Church for the last 5 years, as long as they have lived here in
Vancouver, and in that time she was a member of the handbell choir and attended the
Wednesday morning Bible Study. She also attended MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
on our campus before becoming the official coordinator, a position she has held for the
last 3 years.

MISSION ACTION COMMITTEE CANDIDATES
SHARON LAMB
Sharon spent 20 years as a wealth manager and securities professional in California
before moving to Vancouver with her husband Jeffry. She has a big heart for local
missions and believes that a calling from the Holy Spirit to “go and make disciples”
includes missions of the church both near and far. Her vast community service includes
helping at a women’s sobriety home, homeless church outreach, and hosting home
fellowship groups with her husband. She has also served the church body wherever she
is through tech production, sunday school, choir and hospitality. Though she has only
been in Vancouver for three years, she has been faithfully serving on the Vancouver
Church Prayer Team for The 11 and the Hospitality Team for The 6.

LAURIE GAITHER
Laurie and her husband Ott have been at Vancouver Church for more than 40 years
and in that time she has made service to the church and the community for Jesus her
life mission! She obtained a bachelor’s degree in education and taught for a time at
King’s Way Christian School before working in finance at Gaither & Sons Construction
for 35 years. She has served on the King’s Way School Board, the Teach One to Lead
One Board, and participated with Young Lives of Clark County. She’s also been a
Sunday School teacher, children’s ministry volunteer, sang in the Christmas Choir, led a
Vancouver Church Women’s Bible Study, served in hospitality at The 6 and is a previous
member of the Mission Action Committee.
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FOUNDATION BOARD CANDIDATES
CHERI JUSTICE
Cheri has lived in Vancouver with her husband for five years, and has been going
to Vancouver Church and serving in multiple areas since that time. She is on the
Communion Service Team, hosted community dinners, and led a small group, a women’s
group, and a Rooted group. She obtained a graduate degree that allowed her to work
in healthcare management and community mediation. She recently became interested
in the Foundation Board after participating in scholarship applicant interviews where
she was encouraged by the vision and ambition of the next generation!

PHIL LANDER
Phil is a graduate of Warner Pacific College and the Controller at a local auto business.
He has lived here with his wife Karen and attended Vancouver Church for 57 years,
serving the church and the greater community in many capacities over that time. Phil
is no stranger to the Foundation Board, as one of their founding members and a past
member of the Board of Trustees!

LEADERSHIP SELECTION COMMITTEE CANDIDATES
JAN MASON
Jan is married to Bob Mason. They have two adult children who are married and two
beautiful granddaughters. They have lived in Vancouver for 31 years. They started
attending Vancouver Church 25 years ago when their children started at King’s Way.
Jan has been involved in Singing Christmas Tree, Community Dinner, Life Group, bible
studies, summer picnics, meal prep, serving at The 6, King’s Way advisory board,
Foundation board, scholarship committee, local and international missions, and as a
lunch buddy at Sacajawea Elementary.

KATY THOMASON
Katy grew up in Vancouver Church and kept coming after marrying her husband Cailen.
If we told you how long she’s been coming we’d have to tell you her age! Her service
started in student and college ministries and since then she has been involved in
building projects, mission trips, small groups and bible studies, community outreach,
Christmas Choir and much more. Katy also has a communications degree from Azusa
Pacific University and a Masters Degree in Theology from Fuller Seminary.

LEE BRADFORD
Lee was a biology teacher and coach for 17 years at Battle Ground and Prairie High
School before becoming High School Assistant Principal and Athletic Director for a
total of 20 years. Throughout that time he has coached and mentored many youth in
our community and served with his wife Sharon in multiple ways at Vancouver Church.
He has taught Sunday School, served on the Board of Trustees and the Mission Action
Committee, the King’s Way School Board and the Christian Education Board. Lee says
he wants to serve because he has a real passion for helping to fill open leadership
positions with Christ-centered individuals who can support and advance the mission of
Vancouver Church.
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FOUNDATION REPORT
The Vancouver First Church of God Foundation is an endowment fund that allocates
scholarships and grants for Christian education and augments church ministries, activities
and property needs.
The principal of the Foundation’s fund management comes from both monetary and nonmonetary gifts of Foundation members. If you go to Vancouver Church, you’re already a
member of the Foundation!
The Foundation Board Members meet periodically to direct the investments, review
scholarship and grant applications, and allocate income for the church’s general fund.
Board members are recommended by the Leadership Selection Committee and affirmed
by the church body. Church ministries and individuals are given equal opportunity to
request funding through an application process.
Scholarship and grant awards: $27,000
Total scholarships and grants awarded: 16
Eight scholarships were awarded from our 2018-19 income for graduating high school
seniors at King’s Way Christian School and/or Vancouver Church. Recipients of this year’s
General Fund Scholarships were Bethany Hutchin, Gage Koenders, Lucille Mohammadi,
Kemper Shrock, Sarah Turcic, Ashley Vega-Lazaro, Seth Woody, and Lauren Boyles.
We were also pleased to award 3 scholarships from the Jay Kennedy Memorial Fund to
students who expressed a desire to pursue a Christian ministry career. Recipients of this
year’s Jay Kennedy Memorial Scholarships were Kirsten Galanter, Austin Theis, Ranae
Bielec.
In addition, the Foundation made 5 grants from the Jay Kennedy Memorial Fund to Chi
Alpha Missionaries including Haley Galletly, Haydon Truitt, Stephen Barke, Julie Stoa,
Ethan Barke. These grants help reach international students who may never have heard
the Gospel, and help provide a place for students to gather and minister to one another.
The Foundation Board would like to recognize and thank the many donors who generously
contributed to our efforts over the past year, particularly the ongoing support of Duane
and Elsie Kennedy. Together, your support and financial contributions help to support the
local church and invest in the next generation of God’s Kingdom now and for years to
come.

The Vancouver First Church of God Foundation Board
Cheri Justice-Chairman, Angela Lentz, Phil Lander, John Prepula, Steve Rechenmacher,
Damon Huston, Lorna Adkins (BOT Rep), Kara Apsley (Jay Kennedy Fund Advisor)
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VOTING REQUIREMENTS
In order to participate in the affirmation of candidates and the ministry financial plan, you
must be able to affirm the following:
•

I have made a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

•

I am sixteen (16) years or older.

•

I have accepted the beliefs and practices of the Church of God Ministries of Anderson,
IN.

•

I have a mutual desire to protect the unity, share the responsibility, serve the ministry,
and support the mission of Vancouver Church by uniting in fellowship with Vancouver
Church.

•

I will endeavor to protect the unity of my church by acting in love toward others,
engaging only in wholesome conversation, and supporting the teaching ministry and
spiritual leaders.

•

I will endeavor to share the responsibility of my church by praying for it to accomplish
its mission, inviting the unchurched to attend, and warmly welcoming those who visit.

•

I will endeavor to support the mission of my church by attending faithfully, living a
Godly life, and giving regularly of my time, talent, and treasure.

DIGITAL OPTIONS & DEADLINES
All notices and links to online meetings can be found at vchurch.org/annualmeeting.
The church office is open Monday through Friday, 9am - 4pm. For inquiries, our phone
number is (360) 574-1611 or you can email office@vchurch.org.
A digital version of this document is also available online at vchurch.org/annualmeeting.
August 7
Date Information Packets and Absentee Ballots are mailed to non-digital or homebound
seniors
August 9
Date of Information Meeting and availability of Annual Meeting Packets and Absentee
Ballots
August 15
Last day to request an absentee ballot by mail
August 21
Last day to return absentee ballots, by mail or drop off at the church, no later than 4pm.
August 23
Date of Business Meeting and vote.
August 28
Results will be published in VCWeekly News. To opt-in to this publication, visit
vchurch.org/connect and fill out a connection card. To receive a paper notice by mail,
contact the church office.
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with JESUS
like JESUS
MORE
EVERY
DAY
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